
Retreat Center Project
Community Workshop #1

via Zoom
If you are experiencing technical difficulties,

call or text Roman at (248) 752-6662.

Please note that this workshop is being recorded.



Agenda
- Laura Stetson, MIG

- Gabe Engeland, City Manager

- Cameron Thornton, Mater Dolorosa 

- Jonathan Frankel, NUW

- Vincent Gonzalez, Director of Planning 
and Community Preservation

- Lisa Brownfield, MIG

• Workshop Purpose and Logistics
• Welcome and a Bit of History
• About the Property
• A New Community Partner
• The Proposed Project

- Residential Subdivision

- Public Park

• Additional Questions and Comments



Workshop  Objectives
• Introduce the proposed project to the community
• Answer your questions
• Hear your ideas for park amenities
• Understand any concerns you may have
• Identify additional opportunities for community ideas 

and suggestions



ZOOM ORIENTATION | USING CHAT



Click the Raise 
Hand Icon

ZOOM ORIENTATION | RAISING YOUR HAND





Participating in the Workshop

• Presentation followed by opportunity to ask questions and 
provide comments

• Questions and comments can be submitted through Zoom Chat

• Respect others’ opinions

• We will try to answer all questions today but may need to follow 
up with more detailed responses

• Remember: this is just one meeting in a multi-month process



Welcome!
(and a bit of 
history)

Gabe Engeland
Sierra Madre 
City Manager



Property Owner:
The Congregation of the Passion, 
Mater Dolorosa Community

Developer:
New Urban West













About the 
Property

Cameron Thornton
Mater Dolorosa,
Development Task 
Force







Cameron Thornton
(818)281-2360
property@materdolorsa.org.
www.materdolorosa.org/property

mailto:property@materdolorsa.org
http://www.materdolorosa.org/property


A New 
Community 
Partner

Jonathan Frankel,
New Urban West



Who We Are

We are a local group of passionate 
people working to build original, 
inspiring places of enduring value. We 
create places where people choose to 
live, work, and have fun. 

Our Mission

We are neighbors too. We understand and 
value the opinions, desires, and concerns 
that come along with development projects. 
We strive to work with everyone to find 
what type of neighborhood fits best within 
the community.



The 
Proposed 
Project

Vincent Gonzalez
Director of Planning 
and Community 
Preservation, City of  
Sierra Madre



Retreat Parcel

Development 
Parcel

Retreat Parcel

Development 
Parcel



• Hillside parcel to remain as open 
space

• Retreat Center to remain 

• Development parcel proposed to 
be developed with 42 homes and 
a 3.0- to 3.5-acre public park

• Sunnyside Avenue and Carter 
Avenue to be extended through 
the site











Park Concept









Comments and 
Questions
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